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The society has achieved much in 2016 -2017. We changed our 
charitable status to that of a Charitable Incorporated Organisation in
order that we could take ownership of 120 yards of the Swansea 
Canal which is currently buried
underground. 

We are indebted to the City and County
of Swansea for this generous donation.
Our first actions on the site will be
demolishing a derelict building
obstructing the original towpath and
restoring the towpath as part of Sustrans
National Route 43. 

Our canoe hire project completed its third summer of operation. We 
are grateful to all our volunteers and qualified instructors who 
ensured that this facility was open every Sunday in summer and 
each Tuesday during the summer school holidays. The number of 

bookings from clubs, schools and 
other groups for the use of the 
canoes and kayaks was also 
significantly higher.  This has 
provided a valuable revenue 
stream in addition to introducing 
more people to the delights of the 
canal.

We were disappointed not to be able to pursue our hopes of making
the disused section of the old canal from Godre’r Graig to Ystalyfera
a signed and waymarked Heritage Trail complete with Information 



Panels. The funding potentially available proved to be insufficient to 
make this hope a reality. However, we have used much of the 
information garnered in preparing that grant application for our 
current submissions to the Rural Communities Development Fund 
for dredging a mile long section of the canal. We are grateful for the 
support of the Canal and River Trust, the City and County of 
Swansea and Neath Port Talbot Borough Council in this endeavour.

The Society was awarded a Green Flag for being one of Wales’ 
Best Kept Public Spaces by the Keep Britain Tidy organisation at a 
ceremony in Gloucester. We are very proud to be a recipient of this 
award and hope that it will be renewed in 2017.

Our work parties continued to meet every Tuesday to repair, restore
and maintain the canal infrastructure.  In
late 2016 we received a commemorative
plaque from Canal and River Trust
acknowledging that the Society had
reached a grand total of 25,000 hours
worked in the three years since 2013.
Between ten and twenty volunteers
usually attend these Tuesday work
parties, regardless of the season or the weather.

We were extremely pleased that in 2016 Liz 
McIvor, the Chief Curator of Bradford 
Museums, and the presenter of the BBC 
series ‘Canals, the Making of a Nation’ agreed
to become our Patron. Her knowledge and 
support has been extremely useful and we 
were delighted to welcome her and her family 
to the canal in October 2016.

Another visitor to the canal in 2016 was Cheon Pyo Lee who was 
our artist-in-residence, a Welsh initiative sponsored by ADDO, the 
Arts Council of Wales and Glandwr Cymru. Cheon is based in New 
York but he was an engaging and creative addition to several of our 
Tuesday Work Parties. The work he has done, inspired by the 
Swansea Canal, will be on show in Newtown from May 20th this 
year.

We made the decision in late 2016 to start a monthly Sunday work 



party that will concentrate exclusively on maintaining the northern 
section of the canal from Pontardawe to Ynysmeudwy.   We are 
aware that much of our work has concentrated on the southern 
section of canal from Clydach to Trebanos so this new work party 
will be a welcome presence in the three miles of canal to the north. 
The first work party meets on May 21st this year. 

Our commitment to the long-term vision of joining up the Neath, 
Tennant and Swansea Canal remains. In 2016-17 the members of 
the Swansea Bay Inland Waterways Partnership met each quarter. 
We have at least three of our own members at each meeting, two of
whom are currently the SBIWP Chairman and Minute Secretary.

It is the trustees' opinion that the above has been a substantial 
achievement for a small charity of under 100 members. Behind 
these ongoing projects a wealth of everyday time-consuming work 
goes on.  Publicity, meetings, photography, website and Facebook 
updates, catering, membership subscriptions, articles for 
magazines, liaison with schools and Day Care Centres, financial 
accounting, models and info boards for Society Stalls, and the 
making of craft items for sale at canal events have contributed 
equally to the considerable success of our society in 2016-17.  

We consider that our funds, while not generous for the amount of 
work still to be done, will be adequate, with the addition of grant aid,
to support further advancement for the foreseeable future.

There is a summarised extract from the full accounts overleaf and 
the complete statutory accounts and trustees report are available 
on the society's web site.



Balance sheet

Fixed assets
Tangible assets £6,133 £0 £0 £6,133 £8,171
Investments £0 £0 £0 £0

Total fixed assets £6,133 £0 £0 £6,133 £8,171

Current assets
Stock and work in progress £40 £0 £0 £40 £40
Debtors £24 - £0 £24 £0
Cash at bank and in hand £29,451 £2,307 £0 £31,758 £30,788

Total current assets £29,515 £2,307 £0 £31,822 £30,828

£206 £0 £0 £206 £501
Net current assets £29,309 £2,307 £0 £31,616 £30,327

Total assets less current liabilities £35,442 £2,307 £0 £37,749 £38,498

Provisions for liabilities and charges £0 £0 £0 £0 £0

Net assets £35,442 £2,307 £0 £37,749 £38,498

Funds of the Charity

Unrestricted funds £1,008 £1,008 £3,782
Accumulated depreciation £7,150 £7,150 £5,107

Allocated funds £27,284 £27,284 £28,119

Restricted income funds £2,307 £2,307 £1,489
Endowment funds £0 £0

Total funds £35,442 £2,307 £0 £37,749 £38,498

Unrestricted 
funds

Restricted 
income 
funds

Endowment 
funds

Total this 
year

Total last 
year

Creditors: amounts falling due within 
one year

Profit and Loss Account

Incoming resources

Incoming resources from generated funds

  Voluntary income £731 £1,277 £2,008 £950
  Activities for generating funds £328 £328 £252
  Investment income £7 £7 £14
Incoming resources from charitable activities £2,516 £2,516 £3,706
Other incoming resources

Total incoming resources £3,582 £1,277 £4,859 £4,922

Resources expended
Costs of Generating Funds

Costs of  generating voluntary income £9 £9 £30

Fundraising trading costs £55 £55 £0
Investment management costs £0 £0

Charitable activities £1,417 £470 £1,887 £2,979

Governance costs £3,981 £3,981 £3,548
Other resources expended -£324 -£324 £0

Total resources expended £5,138 £470 £5,608 £6,557

-£1,556 £807 -£749 -£1,635

Gross transfers between funds -£11 £11 £0 £0 £0

Net movement in funds -£1,567 £818 £0 -£749 -£1,635

Total funds brought forward £37,008 £1,489 £0 £38,497 £40,133

Total funds carried forward £35,441 £2,307 £0 £37,748 £38,497

Unrestricted  
funds

Restricted 
income 
funds

Endowment 
funds

Total this 
year

Total last 
year

Net incoming/(outgoing) resources before 
transfers


