Swansea Canal 225 Celebration Video Competition
The year 2023 will see the exciting celebrations of the 225th Anniversary of the Swansea Canal. Whilst the current
location and calm serenity of the canal today may be a reason to overlook its significance, this engineered
waterway made possible the growth of Swansea as the world’s pre-eminent centre for non-ferrous metal
production, to earn its title as “Copperopolis” in the late 18 th and 19th centuries. The canal also gave birth to mining
and industrial communities, like Clydach, Pontardawe, Ystradgynlais and Abercraf to name but a few, that sprung
up along the length of the Tawe Valley.
Where do you come in?
As you are a teacher in a school which shares this heritage, the Swansea Canal Society invites you to take part in
a short video competition, where are asked to create with your children a 3-minute film.
This video should feature any or a mixture of the following:
a) an aspect of the canal’s history
b) its importance to your local community today
c) how the canal could be used or developed for people in the future.
What is in it for you?


Winning school entries will be shown at the National Waterfront Museum in the Swansea Maritime Quarter as
part of an all-Wales exhibition celebrating the canal, to take place between April and September 2023.



Your children will have a focus which will enable them to explore and record their local area with new
perspectives, and newly applied creative and digital skills



This project could be a useful vehicle for developing some of the elements of the new Welsh National
Curriculum which, as you know, encourages digital capability, awareness of local community and environment,
challenge, creativity and performance amongst many other aspects that could easily be incorporated.

What is the Time Scale?
Basically, this project will need to take place during the Autumn Term 2022. Completed entries should be sent to
the Swansea Canal Society no later than Wednesday 14th December 2022.
Want to know more?
If you are interested in receiving further information or talking ideas through, please contact John Donovan
(Education Officer at the Swansea Canal Society) by email: john_donovan@me.com or phone/text John Donovan
07846129579.
John would also be happy to come into your school to talk to you at a mutually convenient time, or to introduce the
anniversary celebrations and the competition to your children in their own classroom.

